INSTRUMENTS OF GOVERNMENT
insistence on these important aspects of the Law, once the new
proposals had been evolved and had received the concurrence
of the Foreign Office/ April i6th, 1923, it declared that its
revised draft must be accepted as final by the Council of
Ministers in Baghdad.2 The latter insisted, however, that it was
impossible to adhere rigidly to this injunction. Throughout the
summer of 1923, the April Revise was the subject of discussion
in the Council of Ministers and between the Minister of Justice
and his Adviser.3 The Ministers accepted the first twenty-five
Articles by September 5th,4 and by September soth, the whole
of the Revise, with numerous amendments,5 which, since they
did not radically alter the force of the law, were agreed to for
the most part by the Colonial Office.6 The approved Draft
Law, published in the Arabic newspapers of Baghdad in early
November, 1923, was that presented for ratification to the
Constituent Assembly, June I4th, 1924.
The fact that it had been necessary for most of the British
drafters to work in English7 and for the 'Iraqis to work in
Arabic, requiring numerous translations and retranslations,
1	Letter, S/S for Foreign Affairs to S/S for Colonies, April i6th, 1923, C.O.
19114/33.
2	Concerning the necessity for determined action, the Legal Secretary wrote
on February 15th, 19213, C.CX 10606/23: 'Only one way of getting the draft finally
settled for submission to the Constituent Assembly and that is: for H.M.
Government to say definitely what alterations in the new draft they consider to
be essential and for your Excellency to inform the Prime Minister that unless
these are accepted, H.M Government refuses to go further in the matter/
3	Telegram, Acting High Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for Colonies,
September 3rd, 1923, C.O. 44042/23.
4	Letter, Bourdillion, Baghdad, to S/S for Colonies, September 5th 1923,
C.O. 46074/23-
5	The 'Iraqi Ministers in making their last-minute changes, were greatly
influenced by the Egyptian Constitution of 1923 which had just come to their
notice. From it were taken Article 2 and portions of Articles 12,20, 24^, 28, 38,
43, 50» 5i» 53> 5S> 61, 63, 64 and 123.
6	Letter No. C, 67/126, Judicial Adviser to Counsellor, Baghdad, September
i9th, 1923; Minutes of M.E.D. Conference, September 2oth and October 4th,
1923, C.O. 48110/23;  Telegram, High Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for
Colonies, October 4th, 1923, C.O. 48656/23; S/S for Colonies to High Com-
missioner, Baghdad, October i6th, 1923, C.O. 49583/23.
7	The Judicial Adviser was a notable exception.   He worked with equal
facility in both Arabic and English.
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